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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

'FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

This year, my brother said that there was no point for me to
buy the siblings anything and to just get some gifts for my
nephews and nieces. And you know, that made me feel sad.
I know it’s not just about the giving and receiving of
material things; it’s really about the love and concern that
the gifts represent. It really is true, giving of gifts is just as
enjoyable as receiving them. (So much to my brother’s
surprise and annoyance that | did not follow his orders. | got
him a gift!)

Christmas cannot be explained without love. It was out of
Love and not necessity that Jesus, second person of the
Blessed Trinity came down from Heaven and was incarnate,
literally He took on flesh, so as to be with us, teach and heal
us and most importantly to save us from our sins. It is out of
love that Mary accepted and cherished Him with love
beyond all telling and it was out of love that the wise men
came bearing gifts as if to a king, for so indeed He was. The
great King of Heaven and Earth but most importantly the
king of our hearts.

And like the wise men every year we too, to make a choice
to leave our ordinary routines and all the things we normally
do at Christmas to come to the Nativity’s manger and be
with the Christ child, and to bring to Him the gift of our
worship and adoration, of our very heart. In this our love is
complete. In this we are filled with the peace and joy of the
Christmas season: it is not a vague Christmas spirit that we
experience but it is the love of the Lord. Someone once
asked me what I think it would be like to be with Jesus and
honestly, | think it would be like having that presence of the
Lord we feel at Christmas but having it in a more glorious
and direct way. Filled with this love let us share it with our
family, with our parishioners and all so that reaching its
fullness, our joy may be complete.

Merry Christmas! And may God bless you all!!
Fr. Boniface
P.S. I also hope you do get at least one gift this Christmas!

A tutte le famiglie della nostra
comunita’ parrocchiale,
Tanti e tanti auguri
per un felicissimo e Santo Natale
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ARY, is often associated with mercy and

rightly so. As Jesus lay in the Manger with

no more than the breath of the donkey and
ox to keep Him warm, Mary wanted to alleviate all that
caused the Blessed Lord harm and to comfort Him.
Whenever we are moved to do the same with those we

see, that is true mercy in action.

Mary also held up Her Divine Son to the Wise Men
showing Him to them and to all who come seeking
God. In this way, Mary acts as the perfect model and
Mother of the Church and all of us Her children, both
showing Christ to all who come to us, so that they may
know and Love Him and in imitation of our Blessed
Saviour to show mercy to them as well. In this way,
Mary fulfills the two great laws of Christ: to Love
God in all our strength, mind and soul and to Love our
neighbour as ourselves.

As a true disciple of her Blessed Son she stays close to
Him throughtout her life and this finds her standing at
the foot of the cross. At that moment, Jesus gave us
Mary as our Mother too, after he had been nailed to the
cross, He addressed her in these words “women behold
your Son” then he said to John “behold your mother”.
Jesus looks at us one by one; behold your mother, he
says. John took her into his home, received her
lovingly and cared for her with the greatest respect.

He brought Mary into his home, into his life. Spiritual
writers have seen words of the Gospel as a invitation to
all Christians to bring Mary into their lives.

Our Lady, close to her Son, fulfills her mission as
mother of all by interceding continually for them. On
this Solemnity of Our Lady, we begin the new year.
Truly there could not be a better start of the year and
all the days of our life, then being very close to Mary.
With the confidence of children, we go to her, so that
she may help us to live holiness every day of the year.
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS
“He was created of a mother whom he created.
He was carried by hands that he formed.
He cried in the manger in wordless infancy.
He the word without whom all human elequance is
mute.” St. Augustine

“The grace which was revealed in our world is Jesus...
He has entered our history; He has shared our journey.
He came to free us from darkness and to grant us light.

In Him was revealed the grace, the mercy and the live
of the Father.” Pope Francis

2023 Offertory Envelopes
Your 2023 Sunday donation envelopes are available
for pick up at the back of the Church.
Please do not use your old envelopes.
Please check that your name, address and envelope
number are correct. If your name does not appear on
any of the boxes, if you are a new envelope user or if
you are interested in Pre-Authorized Giving
please contact the parish office.
Thank you for your generous financial
support throughout 2022.

BUSTE PER L’OFFERTA DOMENICALE 2023
Sono pronte le buste per I’offerta domenicale 2023.
Vi preghiamo di prelevare il vostro pacchetto.
Se iniziate quest’anno ad usare le buste,
chiamate in ufficio per registrare.

Grazie a tutti per il sostegno finanziario
che date alla parrocchia.

Weekly Collection

Last week, our collection was $2,930.55
It takes 5,000.00 to cover weekly expenses.
Thank you to those who support us.
Your charity means a lot!

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, DEC. 17" TO SUNDAY, DEC. 25", 2022

Sat 17" 5:00 pm Luigi and Angelina Sottile
Rosina and Francesco Sottile
Ferdinando Marchese

Sun 18" 9:00 am Mauro Ardizzi

Pia Ardizzi

Francesco Conforti

Adolfino, Amelia & Angelo Artuso

Defunti Famiglia Artuso

Michele & Maria Risi

Maria Teresa Sanzo

Fiore Molinaro

10:30 am Augusto Marzinotto

12:00 pm PRO POPOLO
Mon 19" 6:30 pm Holy Rosary

7:00 pm Oreste Col

Tues 20" 8:00 am

7:30 pm  Stella Guglietti Prospero Mem. Mass

Wed 21% 6:30 pm Holy Rosary

7:00 pm Giulio Bertolini

Thur 22" 8:00 am Maria Di Bernardo

Fri 23 6:30 pm Holy Rosary

7:00 pm Liberata & Angelo Apa

Adelia Barazza

Sat 24™ CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

12:00 pm

Sun 25" CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 am

10:30 am

12:00 pm
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